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possible only because the islands are isolated from the rest of 
the world. So advantageous is their position in this respect 
that the authors of this work regret that the New Zealanders 
have shown a willingness to adopt a more radical social experi- 
ment. For example, the institution of private property is still 
held to as the ideal for public and private prosperity, and 
nothing as yet has affected New Zealand for the benefit of the 
discontented class of laborers who have not saved enough by 
labor to take advantage of the liberal land legislation of the 
government. The farmers support the principle of the freehold 
of land, while there is already in existance a group of labor rights 
leaders who are agitating for a thorough-going system of land 
nationalization. W. L. Bevan. 



The Ben Greet Shakespeare for Young Readers and Amateur Players. 
The Tempest and A Midsummer-Night's Dream. New York : Double- 
day, Page & Company. 

If all the volumes of the Ben Greet Shakespeare measure up 
to the standard of the two already published, the series should 
do much to vitalize our supreme dramatist. Indeed, it might 
well be placed, along with Lamb's Tales, in the library of every 
high school, where it should not only promote interest in 
Shakespeare, but be a constant source of helpfulness in the 
study of plays as plays. 

A foreword devoted to "A Few General Rules or Customs of 
Acting" is simple and informing; it is typical of the work as a 
whole in that it gives the fruitage of experience without cramp- 
ing dogmatism. The text of the play occupies the right-hand 
pages, while the pages to the left are reserved for practical 
notes, diagrams of the positions of actors, and stage directions 
and suggestions. By this method the reader is assisted in 
visualizing the scenes and the amateur player is given instructive 
guidance. The plays are cut judiciously, and the means of fur- 
ther alterations are suggested. All in all, the volumes represent, 
not only a living commentary upon Shakespeare, but also a most 
sensible course in amateur acting. Garland Greever. 



